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Council investigation officer Inspection and Recommendation Report 
Clause 17(2), Part 8 of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 

Act 1979 (the Act) 
 

File:  2024/277744                  Officer: Andrew Porter        Date: 7 May 2024 
 
Premises: 252 Botany Road Alexandria 

 

Executive Summary:  
 

Council received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) on 1 
May 2024 in relation to the premises with respect to matters of fire safety. 

The building consists of 8 storeys used for retail at ground level and residential apartments from 
levels 1-7. This building is part of a complex of 6 buildings constructed over a common basement 
level carpark.  

An inspection of the premises undertaken by a Council investigation officer in the presence of the 
building manager, revealed there were no additional fire safety issues within the building. 
 
The premises is subject of a Council issued fire safety order that requires upgrade of the building 
with respect of several fire safety deficiencies noted by Council investigation officers in 2019. The 
due date for compliance is February 2025 although a number of key matters have been addressed 
in the interim and appropriate progress is being made. 
 
Observation of the external features of the building identified the existence of potential combustible 
composite cladding on the façade of the building which is subject of a separate investigation by the 
Council’s cladding compliance team.  

 

Chronology: 
 

Date Event 

01/05/2024 FRNSW correspondence received by Council concerning correspondence received 
by FRNSW on 27 May 2021 with relation to fire safety at the subject premises. 

03/05/2024 An inspection of the subject premises was undertaken by a Council investigation 
officer and revealed:  
-The fire alarm signalling equipment to Fire and Rescue NSW was operating 
normally and was without fault and isolation and 

-There were no further fire safety matters that have not been addressed by the 
current Council issued fire safety order. 

 

FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 
 
References: [BFS21/1756; 2024/277744-02] 
 
Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 13 March 2024 after 
receiving a written concern notice about hazards within the fire hydrant pumproom such as 
exposed live wires, leaks in the main pump and blocked access. While those issues were not 
present FRNSW identified the following issue during the inspection. 
 
Issues  
 



 

Issue City response 

1. Alarm signalling equipment to Fire 
and Rescue NSW secondary 
communication link fault. 

Observation of the alarm signalling equipment during 
the inspection of 3 May 2024 did not identify a 
continuing secondary communication link fault. Call 
with the service provider ‘Chubb Fire Safety’ 
confirmed no continuing fault.  

 
FRNSW Recommendations 
 
The officer of Fire and Rescue NSW recommended that Council review the items in the report, that 
Council conduct an inspection of the premises, and address any other deficiencies identified at the 
premises. 
 

  
COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS:  

Issue 
Order 
(NOI) 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance 
letter of 
instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue to undertake 
compliance action in 
response to issued 
Council 
correspondence 

Continue with 

compliance 

actions under 

the current 

Council Order 

Other  
(to 
specify) 

 
As a result of a site inspection undertaken by Council’s investigation officers and that the owners 
have suitably addressed the issue identified by FRNSW, it is recommended that Council not exercise 
its powers to give a fire safety order at this time. 
 
Council officers shall continue with compliance actions under the current Council Fire Safety Orders. 
 
That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and determination. 

 
Referenced/Attached Documents: 

2024/277744-02 FRNSW S9.32 report dated 1 May 2024 

2024/277744-01 Copy of current Council fire safety order dated 20 February 2020 
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